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Food safety is a vital public health issue, and the
Massachusetts legislature has authorized a new $1 million
national grant to conduct research on the consequences of
climate change on food safety. The Massachusetts Sea
Grant College Program (MSGCP) is one of five state
programs to receive the grants, which were awarded by the
National Sea Grant College, Oceanography, National Center
for Coastal Ocean Science (NCCOS). The grants target
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and food safety. "The impact of climate change on the
ecosystem must be considered in the context of the
adverse health impacts it presents," said Janet Ellis, a
professor at the University of New Hampshire and acting
program director for MSGCP. The program funded three
research proposals in response to the federal Climate and
Clean Air Coalition of America -- issued in 2009 -- that
identified climate change as a risk to food safety. "The key
elements of the proposals included the potential for
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